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“THE PEOPLE WALKING IN DARKNESS
    HAVE SEEN A GREAT LIGHT” (Isaiah 9:2)

“FOR UNTO US A CHILD IS BORN…
AND HE WILL BE CALLED:

Wonderful Counselor!
Mighty God!

Everlasting Father!
     Prince of Peace!”  (Isaiah 9:2, 6)

January 2020 not only brings in a new year, it brings in a special Anniversary Celebration of 
the 40th year of Christian Shelter’s Ministry to homeless men, women and children in Salisbury. 
The next issue of the Christian Shelter Update will introduce some exciting changes including 
the new Anniversary Logo previewed above.
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DECEMBER 2019

“THE HARVEST IS  
 PLENTIFUL BUT THE 

    WORKERS ARE FEW” (Matthew 6: 38)

Hiring works a little differently in the Lord’s 
harvest field. Rather than putting out a “Want Add”, 
Jesus tells us to, “Ask the Lord of the harvest, therefore, 
to send out laborers into His harvest field.” Since we 
believe that Christian Shelter is in fact the Lord’s harvest 
field, we do not chose the workers, they are chosen 
and “sent” by Him. Has the Lord given you a heart for 
ministry? Could it be that the “Lord of the harvest” 
wants to “send” you into this “harvest field”? Perhaps 
He wants you to serve as a regular, paid Night Staff 
Worker. Perhaps He is calling you to volunteer to serve 
as a Weekend Volunteer, to lead our homeless guests 
in evening Devotions, to lead a Children’s evening 
Devotion time, or to prepare and serve a weekend meal 
to our Shelter guests. “Pray, therefore, that the Lord of 
the harvest will send forth workers (even you?) into His 
harvest field.” 

 MOST URGENT NEEDS
SUPPLIES

Laundry detergent
Bleach

Toilet paper
Paper towels

Bar towels for kitchen cleaning
Spray cleaners (bleach, pine)

Cold & flu meds
Wet/dry vac

Floor polisher/buffer

FOODS
Sugar

Butter/margarine
Lunch & breakfast meats
Cheese (sliced, grated)

Ground beef
Salt, spices

Italian seasonings
Coffee, tea
Cooking oil

PLEASE CONSIDER A FINANCIAL GIFT 
TO CHRISTIAN SHELTER



UP FROM BONDAGE

“So if the Son sets you free, you will be free indeed ”(John 8: 36)

Kenny came to Christian Shelter at age 60 after spending half his life in prison, a broken man with no 
home, no job, no family and no hope. Actually, he had been teetering on the edge of hopeless when God 
intervened. As Kenny explains it, “I was just walking down Church Street, feeling sorry for myself, when I 
saw that lighted sign for Cathedral of Love Church-. It looked like something was going on there, so I went in.

That lady who was preaching was something else. She was talking right to me. I knew right then that 
my life needed to be changed completely, so I accepted Jesus. I can’t go back to the old mess now. I knew 
about Christian Shelter, so I called them to see if they had a bed. The guy that answered told me all the beds 
were filled but if I called back tomorrow morning at 8:30, I might be able to get a bed, and it might help if 
I prayed. So, I prayed that night and called back the next morning, and one bed was open. How about that, 
so here I am.”

After growing up in Washington, D.C., Kenny came to Salisbury at age 27 to get a job. Instead he got 
into drugs and all the mess required to maintain a drug habit, including frequent stays in prison, in and out 
of ungodly relationships and places and temporary stays with his Sister, all leading gradually downhill.

Since coming into the Shelter his encounter with and with much prayer and encouragement from 
Shelter staff, Kenny’s new life has begun to move uphill. In his 30 days at Christian Shelter, Kenny has had 
a firm . foundation built under his faith. As he puts it, “there are still a lot of temptations out there, but now 
I know l’m never going back to that mess.” He has gotten a full-time job with career potential, and he is 
going through the final process for leasing a decent apartment.

NO ROOM AT THE INN?

“She wrapped him in swaddling cloths and laid him in a manger,
because there was no room for them in the inn”(Luke 2: 7)

Etched in my memory is a Sunday School teacher reading those words from the Gospel of Luke at the 
annual Christmas pageant, while a small group of carefully costumed, rambunctious children waited in the 
wings for our turn to march up the aisle and take our places around the manger. Sometimes I wondered why 
there was no room for them in the inn? Was the inn really just all filled?

In recent years I have too often heard a slightly different version of that same sentence here at Christian 
Shelter, “because there was no room for them at the Shelter.” Again I have struggled with the question, 
“why was there no room. Most of the time it was because all the available beds were already filled There are 
limits not only to how many beds are available at the time, but also how many people our small, dedicated 
and often overworked staff can properly minister to.

Until there are enough beds and enough “laborers in the harvest”, there will continue to be homeless 
people turned away, In the first 10 months of 2019 Christian Shelter served 834 homeless people. In the 
same period, the Shelter had to turn away 931 people, many of them families, This should not be, and by 
the mercies of our God, who sent His Son to dwell among us, it will be changed.

THANK GOD FOR HIS SAINTS – 
PAUL  AND SHIRLEY CALDWELL

“For the Lord takes delight in His 
people.”(Psalm 29: 4)

Pastors Paul and Shirley Caldwell have been bringing 
light from the Word of God to “people walking in darkness”, 
every Friday evening ever since the Christian Shelter first 
opened its doors in 1980. For 40 years the Caldwell’s have 
been faithfully leading an hourly period of devotions every 
week for our homeless guests. Usually this will include a 
time of praising God with songs, reading from the Bible, 
teaching from the Word and always a time for prayer with 

and for the guests. Always they provide an opportunity for guests whose hearts have been touched by the Lord 
to invite Him to come in and change their lives. By God’s grace these precious saints have helped guide many 
struggling people to a new freedom in Jesus, and as we said once before, “If the Son sets you free, you will be 
free indeed.” Thank you Brother Paul and Sister Shirley.

ROTARIANS RIDE FOR CHRISTIAN SHELTER

“For I was hungry and you gave me something to eat, I was thirsty and you gave 
me something to drink, I was a stranger and you invited me in.”(Matthew 26: 35)

For the 14th consecutive year, 
Rotarians of the rotary Club of 
Salisbury, the Wicomico Rotary Club 
and the Salisbury Sunrise Rotary Club 
took to their bikes at the 2019 Seagull 
Century as a fundraiser in support of 
the Christian Shelter.  This year’s bike 
ride raised a record amount for this 
event, which was presented by the 
Rotarians to  Christian Shelter Board 
and Staff members shown below.
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