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CHRISTIAN SHELTER 40 YEARS OLD
By God’s grace, this year Christian Shelter is celebrating our 40th year of continuous
operation ministering to the needs of people in homeless crisis in Salisbury. In December 1979
the Shelter came into being as a corporation in the State of Maryland. Volunteers from a number
of local churches joined a small group of weekly prayer warriors to renovate an old warehouse
building at 332 Barclay Street. Five years later this small shelter building was crowded to the
max, and homeless people had to be turned away for lack of beds. Tears were shed and prayers
were raised. Our gracious God, who called the Shelter into being in the first place, heard and
responded. A much larger building, an old shirt factory just up the block, was offered. Once again
God’s people rallied around the original prayer warriors with tools, toil, materials and a great
love for the Lord, and the old factory building became a clean, safe, comfortable living space for
many more people in homeless crisis. The story is told in pictures below:
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Step 1: God provides an old warehouse
In the East Church St. neighborhood.
Step 2: God sends laborers
into His harvest

CELEBRATING 40 YEARS OF
MINISTRY TO HURTING PEOPLE

Behold, the warehouse is transformed into
the first Christian Shelter - outside

While lives are transformed on the inside

Not enough room for so many in need, so
God provides a bigger old building

Again God sends laborers into His harvest

Behold the old shirt factory is transforme
Into a new, enlarged Christian Shelter

And transformed lives inside

CELEBRATING 40 YEARS OF
MINISTRY TO HURTING PEOPLE

The letter quoted here was written in December 1980 after Christian Shelter was in operation, as an
announcement to the community by the Shelter’s Board of Directors, which included: David Grier, Chairman,
Robert Marshall, Vice Chairman, Edwin Thress, Davis Powell, Billy Gene Jackson, Claudia Riley, James Riley,
Dale Watson, Carl Webster and Edward Wilgus.
“The idea for Christian Shelter was born when a small group of people met in prayer, when God laid on
their hearts a burden of the need for an emergency shelter. From this group, God began to add people who
caught the vision of this need. After several meetings and much prayer, Christian Shelter, August 1979, came
into being as a corporation chartered in the State of Maryland. The purpose, as stated in the By Laws, is to meet
the needs of the unfortunate as stated by Christ in Matthew 25: 31-40.
By Fall Christian Shelter had negotiated a 5-year lease with a 5-year renewable clause with Grace United
Methodist Church for the original Shelter building on their property for one dollar a year at 326 Barclay
Street. This building had been built during the 1920’s as a shirt factory and later used as a storage warehouse
by Sunshine Laundry.
After much prayer renovation was started with no money, material or labor, only faith that if the building
belonged to God, He would provide what was needed. The scripture that sustained the Board of Directors was
Psalm 81: 10, “Open your mouth and I will fill it.” Christians opened their mouths in prayer and God filled it.
He provided labor, material and money to complete His building. Many miracles occurred and obstacles were
overcome. Not only did God turn an old used building into a beautiful refuge for His people’s use, He also
furnished it with everything that was needed.
On December 9, 1980 Christian Shelter opened its doors with a director couple sent by God to live in the
Shelter. The exciting thing is that God was just beginning at Christian Shelter.”
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GOD PLANS, WE OBEY
A call came in to Christian Shelter late in the day.
A mother and her two young children were being put
out of their apartment. In tears of desperation she told
us they needed somewhere to sleep that night.
All our family rooms were filled. We had no place
to put them. So the Night Staff person on duty put an
immediate appeal out on the internet for help for the
night for this needy family. By evening three people had
responded to the appeal offering to put the family in a
motel for the night. Three nights later, a family room
opened up at the Shelter and we were able to bring them
in. What looked like a close call to that family turned
out to be a part of the Plan of our God, who “neither
slumbers nor sleeps.”

YOUR EMAIL ADDRESS, PLEASE?
The Christian Shelter Update is going into
cyber space – from snail to email by October,
2019, Lord willing.

MOST URGENT NEEDS
SUPPLIES
Laundry detergent
Bleach
Toilet paper
Paper towels
Bar towels for kitchen cleaning
Spray cleaners (bleach, pine)
Cold & flu meds
Wet/dry vac
Floor polisher/buffer
FOODS
Sugar
Butter/margarine
Lunch & breakfast meats
Cheese (sliced, grated)
Ground beef
Salt, spices
Italian seasonings
Coffee, tea
Cooking oil
PLEASE CONSIDER A FINANCIAL GIFT
TO CHRISTIAN SHELTER.

