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look for the living among the dead?
“whyhedoisyou
not here; HE HAS RISEN!”
”
(Luke 24:4)

Ms. P came out of a broken home, where there was much tension and conflict with a very
controlling mother. As a young girl she left her home and was raised by her Grandmother. She
dropped out of school in the 11th grade, got married and had a daughter and a son. With no support
or assistance from her husband, she continued to live with her Grandmother in Crisfield. Ms. P’s
Grandmother helped her with child care and household expenses, while she worked at whatever
jobs were available. Her Son was diagnosed with autism, requiring special care, which added an
additional burden for Ms. P and her Grandmother. “I had a very stable life,” she explained, “until
my Grandmother had a stroke and everything fell apart. My Grandmother was in the hospital, then
in a nursing home. I couldn’t keep up the rent, so I lost my job and home around the same time.”
For a while Ms. P and her children doubled up with a cousin first and then with her Father.
During this time Ms. P’s Mother began causing problems for her, accusing her of neglecting her
children, and reporting her to Child Protective Services, while Ms. P was struggling to care for
her children and work full time to provide for them. When Ms. P was staying with her cousin, her
Mother called the Housing Authority complaining about her. As a result she was forced to leave
her cousin’s apartment. A Child Protective Services investigation found no problem with Ms.
P’s parenting. Meanwhile she and the children could no longer stay in an overcrowded living
situation with her Father and had to move to the HALO Shelter in Salisbury.
After 7 months at HALO, Ms. P’s time ran out, and she came to Christian Shelter. She has
been looking for work, but has been turned down thus far due to pregnancy. Her very limited
income (Food Stamps and a small and irregular child support check) makes it difficult for her to
find affordable rental housing. She has applied for transitional housing with the Village of Hope,
and we are praying for an opening for her soon. Please pray that God in His mercy will make a
way for Ms. P. “I will instruct you and teach you in the way you should go; I will counsel you
and watch over you.” (Psalm 32:8)

THE ATTITUDE OF A SERVANT
The following poem is anonymous. It first appeared in the Christian Shelter some 30 years ago on the
wall of the Shelter Office.
Have you ever thought just a wee little bit
Of how it would seem to be a misfit,
And how it would feel if you had to sit
On the other side of the desk?
Have you considered the man who looked like a bum
As he sat before you, nervous and dumb,
And thought of the courage it took to come
To that other side of the desk?
Have you thought to yourself, ‘He might be I’
If the good things in life had passed me by;
And maybe I’d bluster and maybe I’d lie,
Were I on the other side of the desk.
Did you make him feel he was full of greed;
Make him ashamed of his race or creed,
Or did you reach out to him in his need
From the other side of the desk
Maybe God gave us the love of His Son
And lots of compassion and patience abundant
So that we may be kind to those who have none
On the other side of the desk.
The desire of the Christian Shelter Board and Staff is to, “Have this mind in you that was in Christ Jesus:
Who being in very nature God, did not consider equality with God something to be grasped, but made
himself nothing, taking the very nature of a servant….he humbled himself and became obedient to death
- even death on a cross!” (Philippians 2: 5-8)

+ + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + +

KEEP LOOKING UP

“Open wide your mouth and I will fill it.”

(Psalm 81:10)

Did you happen to notice the epigram in the upper left corner of the front page of this newsletter? It
is a picture of a sign that has been on display at the front entrance of the Christian Shelter since it was
first opened in the small, tan building right behind Grace United Methodist Church in 1980. That sign
boldly proclaims the very foundation of Christian Shelter, called into being 40 years ago by the Lord God
Himself. It presents a truth to all those who come into the Shelter that often causes reasonable people
to ask, “How can you run an organization like that?” Yet it presents a truth based on the very Word of
God, which has proven to be both profound and practical in the daily operation of Christian Shelter by
those called by God (Board, Staff and Volunteers) to serve Him in this ministry and by some 20,000
homeless men, women and children who have found Shelter and blessing within its walls..

YEA STAFF AND VOLUNTEERS!!!
It’s amazing! Christian Shelter provides safe shelter, nutritious meals, practical and spiritual guidance and
ministry to 40 to 60 homeless men, women and children 24 hours a day, 7 days a week, year-round.
This vital ministry all takes place in a 20,000 square foot, 70+ year old factory building that must be kept
in good repair, clean and comfortable, warm in the winter and cool in the summer.
The accomplishment of all this requires people – people who love the Lord Jesus and are competent and
committed to serve Him at Christian Shelter. These people must be recruited, trained, encouraged and
managed. By God’s grace all this is being accomplished remarkably by a paid staff of
One, full-time Administrator
One full-time Cook
Three part-time administrative support staff
One part-time Assistant Cook
One part-time Custodial worker
Five part-time Night Staff (5 PM to 8 AM)
As you might well imagine, Christian Shelter would not be able to keep its doors open without a currently
active, dedicated corps of 75 Volunteers, who:
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Supervise the Shelter Office relieving regular staff on Saturdays and Sundays;
Lead Shelter Devotions 7 evenings a week and on Sundays;
Lead children’s program during evening Devotions
Prepare and serve dinner Saturday and Sunday evenings;
Many tasks related to keeping this ancient building clean and in good repair;
Assist in the Shelter Office with numerous clerical tasks;
Assist in kitchen cleaning and organizing food storage areas;
Assist Cook in prepping for meals;
Grass cutting and grounds maintenance

Rosemont College Volunteer

Children’s Program Leader

Shelter Head Cook

RETURN SERVICE
REQUESTED-SEND TO:
CHRISTIAN SHELTER, INC.
334 BARCLAY STREET
SALISBURY MD 21804

SHELTER NEWSLETTER
GOING ELECTRONIC

We are getting ready to send your bimonthly Christian Shelter Update to your
computer email instead of having it delivered
to your mail box. Sending out the newsletter by
email rather than the present postal mailing
system is one way we can be better
stewards of God’s provision. In short, it
will cost the Shelter a whole lot less.
Of course, we don’t want to lose
any readers in the process. So, we
are asking all our readers to use the enclosed
envelope to send us your email address as soon
as possible, OR let us know if email won’t work
for you, and you want to continue to receive
the newsletter by regular mail. Please know that
God loves you and so do we at Christian Shelter.
We wish you Joy in Jesus!

MOST URGENT NEEDS
SUPPLIES
Laundry detergent
Bleach
Toilet paper
Paper towels
Bar towels for kitchen cleaning
Spray cleaners (bleach, pine)
Cold & flu meds
Wet/dry vac
Floor polisher/buffer
FOODS
Sugar
Butter/margarine
Lunch & breakfast meats
Cheese (sliced, grated)
Ground beef
Salt, spices
Italian seasonings
Coffee, tea
Cooking oil
PLEASE CONSIDER A FINANCIAL GIFT
TO CHRISTIAN SHELTER.

